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  Error in this publication is Cornwallis is spelled incorrectly 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Error above: Elizabeth Valentine was born in Hopkinton, MA, not Thompson 
 



Zaccheus Ballard our ancestor who fought in the American Revolution 
From the information in our Ballard History and Muster Rolls and Payroll Accounts 
By Mary Tomeo (If my math is correct): 
 
Zaccheus was 45 years old when he answered the call of Lexington in April 1775 from Oxford, 
MA, where he lived at the time.   Probably one of the older men to serve 
 
Zaccheus and Elizabeth had 8 children between 1759 and 1774 so he would have left her at 
home with these 8 children (ages 1 to 16) when he went off to fight.  In 1775 she would have 
been 36 years old 
 
He again served from May 5, 1777 to Apr 20, 1780 (age 47 to 50) 
In 1777 Elizabeth was home with 8 children --- ages 3 to 18 
Their last child (9th) was born in June 1779. He was 49 and she was 40. 
Muster Roll states he was home on furlough dated 5 Sept, 1778 for July and Aug so probably into Sept. 
 
From Muster Roll and Payroll Accounts 
He was with Homan’s Regiment in Oct 1777. So he would have been at the Battle of Saratoga when 
Brirish General Bourgoyne surrendered 
 
He was in the 4th Massachusetts Regt under Col William Shepard. This regiment accompanied Gen 
Washington in battles in NY and NJ and was at Valley Forge for the winter of Dec 1777 to June 1778. 
 
He was dismissed for disability too soon to be at Yorktown with his regiment to witness the 
surrender of Cornwallis (Oct 19, 1781). Muster Roll states he was in the Corps of Invalids 1 Nov, 
1778.  Returned to Mountain Hutts, West Point, 23 Jan 1780 and discharged 20 April 1780 
One account from a cousin says he was given property in Ohio for his service. 
 
Zaccheus and Elizabeth moved to Thompson in 1785. He died in April 1800 at the age of 70 
Elizabeth married 2nd Jonathan Ellis.  She died in March 1807 at the age of 68 
 

 
Zaccheus  -  Bates Cemetery, Thompson               Elizabeth - West Thompson Cemetery 

 Elizabeth is not buried here     With 2nd husband, Jonathan Ellis 
               
           Mary Tomeo, May 2023 


