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On Thompson Hill, in a well preserved 19th century village center.
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17 CTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und” or #xterfor)
Five-bay facade, central entry, windows pairzd and offset towards corners of house. Sash
generally 6-over-6, molded window surrounds. Entry has heavy paneled wood door, geometric
3 leaded sidelights flanked by slender paneled pilasters. Molded transom bar, semi-
2 elliptical radial glazed leaded paneled fanlight with molded keyblock surround. Flush
£ - boarded pedimented peak is carried forward on large two story fluted Doric columns. Wide
u plain frieze with central molding, molded cornice.
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i3 ~iSTORICAU OR ARCHRITECTURAL IMPORTANCE
1is house, virtually re-built in the Greek .evival style about 1845, was originally built
he 1760s by Samuel Watson. At the time, Thompson Hill was a lightly settled village,
inguished primarily by the presence of - he Congregational Meeting House. Watson died
‘ 781; his widow occupied the house for some years thereafter. By the time of her death,
3 Thompson Hill had been transformed into a buSy turnpike trading center and the Watson land
Z | was in much demand.
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re This house and the bulk of the property, which originally included most of the Hill's
5 nerth end, was sold to George Larned, Esqg.; several small parcels were sold off as house
A lets. Larned's daughter, Ellen Douglas Larned, later known as the historian of Windham
County, was born in the house in 1825.
Historically, the Samuel Watson House is significant as one of Thompson's oldest surviving
buildings, and as part of a large and well preserved assemblage of older buildings on
Thompson Hill.
Architecturally, it is significant as one of Thompson's most extravagant Greek Revival
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houses. The pedimented peak, prominent frieze, and large Doric columns were intended
to recall the columns, massing, and formal entablature of a classical Greek temple.
The Greek Revival style, the first truly national architectural style in America, was
most popular between about 1835 and 1860.

The Watson house's 18th century origins are still visible in the buildings five-bay
facade, central entry, and paired and offset window bays.




