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1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic)
THOMNPSON PUBLIC LIBRARY THOMPSON PUBLIC LIBRARY
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B Library Library
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TO PUBLIC: Yes DNO @ Yes DNO Public Library
7. STYLE LF 5JILCING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION
Eclectic 1902
8. MATERIALS! (Indicate use ur locaticn when appropriate)
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In Thompson Hill village center, a well-preserved settlement of 19th-century houses.
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20 SUBSEQUENT FIELD EVALUATION

17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE finterior und/ or exterior)

Three-part fieldstone facade with central projecting entry pavillion with half-timbered
peak; plain face rafter. Entry recessed in round-arched opening. Large double paneled
wood doors, rectangular glazed transom with radially arranged wood muntins. Above
entry, molding with small dentil-like consoles; peak has small radial-glazed attic
windows. Sash generally l-over-1, segmental-arched windows with slate sills. To right,
single window with three-part glazing, leaded with glazed transom in star-and-cross
pattern. To left, central window with smaller flanking windows; transom of main window
and upper sash of flanking windows have radial muntins. Overhanging flared eaves with
scalloped exposed rafter ends.

DESCRIPTION (Continued]

Steeply pitched hip roof. Side elevations feature asymmetrical fenestration similar
to facade; right has small bay window. Rear has central oriel bay.

T8 ARCH:TECT BUILDER

19 WISTCRICAL OR ARCKITECTURAL IMPORTANCE

The Thompson Public Library was dedicated in 1902. Financed with local private contri-
butions, it was designed by architect Joseph B. Gay, a member of a prominent Thompson.

Hill family.
Historically, the Library is significant as a longtime community institution.

Architecturally, it is significant as an excellent example of Eclectic architecture.
The Eclectic movement, which was the dominant force in American architecture from the
late Victorian era until about 1940, drew on a wide variety of historic precendents.
ranging from classical Greece and Rome to renaissance Europe. This building falls into
no particular subtype. The half-timbered peak, contrasting wall cladding, and asym-:
metrical fenestration are common in the Tudor Revival and Craftsman styles, the tile
roof can be found in a variety of Mediterranean-based subtypes; and the steep hip roof
suggests the French Eclectic.

SIGNIFICANCE

Ellen Douglas Larned, Evolution of the Library
Progress of the Library, Annual Report of the Thompson Town Library, 1902-1903
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