HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY o T
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES L5 ;
HIST-6 NEW 5,77 U & Town No.: Site No.:
STATE OF CONNECTICUT UT, , \ i i ; '
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION M I . l i : ' .
“ 59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 QUAD:
* (203) 566-3005
/ DISTRICT IF NR, SPECIFY
é 7//?é/‘//{// D S DNR D Actual D Potential
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic)
KENNEY STORE
2. TOWN CITY VILLAGE COUNTY
z THQMPSON MECHANICSVILLE WINDHAM
l‘—:‘ 3. STREET AND NUMBER (and-our location) . -
o 16 OLD ROUTE 12 ((o oen O /;,) 67,/96-16
L [T OWNERDS) 7
:_ HAROLD M. KENNEY ESTATE, MECHANICSVILLE, CT 06252 Dpublic DPrivute
LS S. USE (Prescut) {Historie)
B Residence Post Office, Store
6. E ] 3 F YES, E A
S—— XTERIOR VGIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE T XPLAIN
TO PUBLIC: Yes D No l D Yes No
7.STYLE OF BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION
Industrial c. 1898
8. MATERIAL(ST (Indicate use or location when appropriate)
Oth
D Clapboard D Asbestos Siding Brick D (Sp:cr,'fy)
D Wood Shingle D Asphalt Siding [:] Ficldstone
D Board & Batten D Stucco D Cobblestone
Aluminum Concrete Cut stone . .
Siding D Type: Type: granite sills
9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM
D Wood frame D Post and beam D balloon
Load bearing masonry D Structural iron or steel
D Other ‘Specify)
10. ROOF (Tvpe)
[;(:] Gable D Flat D Mansard D Monitor D sawfooth
Other
- D Gambrel D Shed D Hip D Round D (Specify)
o
E {Maoterial)
= Roll
S D Wood Shingle D Asphalt D Tin D Slate E Gable end to the street
n
g Qther .
D Asphalt shingle D Built up D Tile D (Specify) D Ridge parallclto the street
11. NUMBER OF STORIES APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS
2 1/2 33" X 72°
T2 CONUITION (Structiral; — Plxterion)
D Excecllent @ Good [___:l Fair [:] Deteriorated l D Excellent Good D Fair D Deteriorated
13. INTEGRITY (L ationl WHEN 7 L—’Uh-r.:lmnw IF YES, EXPLAIN °
iginal
(2" [ moved (Jves [Ine
14 RELATCD OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES
D Barn D Shed Garage D Other landscape features or buildings (Specify)
Carriage
D h:u(s:g D Shop D Garden
1S SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT .
D Open land ::;t:jd- Residential D Scattered buildings visible from site
' Indus- |
D Commercial 'l:iauls D Rural @ High building density
VA INTERRELATIONSHIP OF SUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS
In a 19th-century mill village.
(OVER)




PHOTOGRAPHER 8 : . DATE
o
= Mark McDonough 1986
o
T | VIEW NEGATIVE ON FILE
e NW F20
5 | BAME DATE
@ Mark McDonough 1986
2 [oreaRTzATON
5 Town of Thompson, Connecticut
= [ADDRESS
o
0
20 SUBSEQUENT FIELD EVALUATION"
17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (tnterior and/ or exterior)
Three-bay facade, central entry with large double paneled wood doors. Window and entry
openings segmental-arched. Sash oversized 2-over-2 on first floor, else generally
_E 6-over-6. Brick walls laid up in common bond with Flemish variating granite sills, wall
E anchors. Brick corner pilasters and frieze, corbelled-out brick consoles, molded cornice,
% corbeled brick cornice, partial return (molded wood cornice under rakes).
U ¥
s Paired 3-over-3 attic windows. Left elevation has two side entries, right has four;
o both side elevations are relatively plain.
=
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1B ARCHITECT BUILDER
(E] H|STOR|CAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE
Mechanicsville, the woolen-mill town for which this building served as a post office,
store, and railroad station, was controlled by a variety of interests. The earliest
mill was built in 1827 by a local group known as The Mechanic's Company. Subsequent
operators included various members of the Sayles, Wilkinson, Ross, and Harris families.
o Michael J. Kenney (1872-1931), who operated the store for several decades beginning in
z 1898 was a Thompson native born of Irish immigrant parents. The building itself was
v owned by the mill interests. The Mechanicsville mills were destroyed in the flood of
W 1955,
z
[T
@
Historically, the Kenney store is significant both for its connection with Mechanicsville's
history as a textile mill village, and for its decades as a prominent local social and
commercial center.
Architecturally, it is significant as a good example of late 19th-century masonry
construction. The cornice detailing, wall anchors, segmental-arched door and window
openings, granite sills, and the nearly flat roof are all typical of much late 19th-
Bayles, History of Windham County
g Brief Historical Tour
g Thompson Land Records 46:80 (1935)
9 Thompson Vital Statistics
HREKTS Y5 BUILDING OR SITE

@ None known D Highways D Vandalism D Developers DOlhcr
D Renewal D Private D Deterioration D Zoning DExplunuHon
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19) century commercial and industrial masonry construction. The corner pilasters and
frieze suggest the lingering influence of the Greek Revival style in this isolated

village.




