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INTERWLLATISONSHIP OF GUILDING AND SURROUMNIIINGS
At the northern end of Wilsonville a small and relatively well-preserved 19th

mill village.

century

(OVER)




PHOTOGRAPHER DATE
o
5 | Mark McDonough 1986
T VIEW NEGAT!VE ON FILE
a
NW F7
ANME
; NAM DATE
o LMark McDonough 1986
w ORGANIZATION
= | Town of Thompson, Connecticut
S [rooress
o
]
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE finterior und/ or exterior)
Five-bay facade, central entry, old heavy paneled door with single large light. Paneled
entry surround. Paneled corner pilasters, frieze missing, molded cornice shows partial
% return. Sash generally old 6-over-6. Lower parallel left wing is old but highly altered.
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19 HISTTRIZAL SR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE
This house was built about 1855 by Riel Converse, then 74 and just married to his second
wife Sfarah L. Pierce. Converse, a farmer in his later years, owned the Wilsonville mill
priviiege in his youth (conveyed to him by his father Elijah) and operated saw and grist
" mills at the present site of the Wilsonville woolen mill, just to the southeast of this
g house. In 1822, Converse sold the mill privilege to Zirah Preston, who subsequently sold
X it to Laban T. Wilson, for whom the village is named.
& | The 12th centuryv history of the Wilsonville mills was extremely unstable; Converse seems
G to have fared better than most subsequent owners. Upon his death in 1874 at the age of 93,
e he letft a $32,000 estate, substantial for the time. $20,000 of the estate was in cash
deposits, a highly unusual sum. In view of this, and the unusually modest scale of this
house, it seems likely that Mr. Converse was a bit thriftier than average.
Historically, the Riel Converse House is significant for its connection with Converse,
a prominent citizen in 19th century Wilsonville.
Architecturally, it is significant as an example of the Greek Revival st{l the corner
nilsaipre are the main Greek Revival feature remaining intended to recal the columns of a
classical Greek temple.
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