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DESCRIPTION

7OSTYLE o°F SUILCING

Second Empire

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION

c. 1872
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D Barn

Carriage
house
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D Shed
D Shop

D Garage
D Garden
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[X_) Other londscape features or buildings (Specify)
on knoll, large lot
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SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT

:] Open lend I\:/)zz& Residential D Scattered buildings visible from site
1 ] d - B
) D Commercial E ,:‘iol;s D Rural Da High building density
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INTER~L . ATIONSHIP

OF SUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS

Just north of Greek Revival Methodist Church,

Grosvenordale mill.

across Main Street from the North

(OVER)




PHOTOGRAPHER DATE
8 Mark McDonough 1986
o
T VIEW NEGAT!VE ON FILE
& NW E32
5 NAME DATE
@ Mark McDonough 1986
S orexnTTATON
E Town of Thompson, Connecticut
= [ ADDRESS
o
(v
20 SUBSEQUENT FIELD EVALUATION".
17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE finterior yund/ or exterior)
Eleven-bay facade, all door and window openings segmental- arched with stone Sllls,
raised brick drip moldings. Entries have glazed transoms (some boarded-up). Brick
2 walls laid up in common bond with headers every eight courses. Sash mixed: 2-over-2
H and 6-over-6.
€ . : : . . .
S Entries in third, sixth, ninth, and eleventh bays, other bays on first floor have large
; display windows, some with modern picture windows, some with old 2-over-2. Nearly
= full-width one-story porch on square chamfered Italianate posts; large curved post
E brackets, plain frieze.
&
vd Three-bay second floor porch has similar detailing. Corbelled frieze with dentil
o course, molded cornice. Mansard has roof dormers with segmental-arched molded cornice.
Side elevations have similar detailing.
T '8 XRCHITECT ' BUILDER
TS HISTORICAL GR ARCHRITECTURAL TMPORTANCE
‘ This large brick building was built about 1872 by the Grosvenor-Dale Company, which had
just completed the adjacent North Grosvenordale cotton mill. At least until 1932, it
continued to house the Grosvenor-Dale Company Store; rooms on the upper floors were
reserved for single mill workers. In 1938, it was sold to a private individual, four
o years later, the company sold its milling operations in Thompson.
Z B
x Historically, the Grosvenor-Dale Company Store is significant for its association with
T the Company, which for nearly 80 years was the dominant economic and social institution
g in Thompson. The mill, the company store, and the rows of nearly identical mill housing
& surrounding the factory illustrate the 19th-century -ideal of the mill village, which
combined, work, housing, worship, recreation, and commerce in a compact, orderly,
company-controlled setting. When this store was built, company stores were a common
sight, especially in more isolated mill towns. By the time it closed in the 1930's
this was one of the last operating company stores in New England.
Architecturally, the building is significant as a good example of the Second Empire
style, with its characteristic dormered mansard roof. The brick drip moldings and
Thompson Land Records 47:499 (1938)
E Thompson Town Clerk's Map No. 2F (1932)
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CONTINUATION SHEET GROSVENCRDALE COMPANY STORE'

ltem number: Date:

19) segmental-arched openings show the influence of the Italianate style, the
classic '"Main Street" architecture of the late 19th-century.



